
 EXPLORERS & SETTLERS Game 
 

 

 

 

 

 23 Explorer Cards 
 17 Settler & Colonial Event Cards 
 6 Historical Context Cards 
 46 Who/What Am I? Cards  

Add maps from the various Resource Pages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out GO TOGETHER 
books for curriculum that is 
movement-rich, literature 
heavy, easy-to-use, fun, and 
effective! 

©2023 Cultivated Learning LLC All Rights Reserved. No part of this game may be reproduced, stored in a 

retrieval system or transmitted in any form – to include: electronic transmissions, photocopies or recordings 

of any kind – without prior written permission. (info@cultivatedlearning.org) Exceptions: Copies may be made 

for use in your immediate family or classroom.  Do not make copies for friends or extended family outside 

your household. Do not make copies for other teachers.  

Play Options: 

1. Read the Settler, Explorer, Event Cards out loud. 
2. Match the Explorer Cards to flag of origin. 
3. Match the Settler Cards to its country of origin. 
4. Put the cards in chronological order. 
5. Play concentration by matching the picture cards with the “Who am I?” cards. 



 Answer Key 

Person Dates AD Sailed for facts 

Leif Erickson 1000 Vikings First Europeans to sail to North America 

Marco Polo 1271-1298 Italy First European to travel overland to China 

Prince Henry, the Navigator 1394-1460 Portugal I started a navigation school to train explorers 

Bartholomew Diaz 1450 Portugal I sailed around Africa into Indian Ocean 

Christopher Columbus 1492 Spain First European to sail west to the New World and tell others  

Vasco de Gama  1497-1498 Portugal I sailed to India but ruined the trade relationship 

John Cabot 1497 England I explored the east coast of North America and discovering the Grand Banks 

Amerigo Vespucci 1501-1508 Portugal/Spain America is named after me and I was the first to explore Brazil 

Vasco Núñez de Balboa 1513 Spain First European to cross the Isthmus of Panama and see the Pacific Ocean 

Juan Ponce de León 1513 Spain I explored Florida looking for the Fountain of Youth  

Ferdinand Magellan 1519-1522 Spain My expedition circumnavigated the world  

Hernán Cortés 1519-1521 Spain My expedition led to the fall of the Aztec Empire in Mexico 

Francisco V. de Coronado 1520 Spain First European to explore the southwest to Great Plains 

Alvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca 1528-1535 Spain  I shared Christ with the Native Peoples on my long walk to Mexico 

Giovanni da Verrazano 1523 France I sailed and observed the east coast of America, but never landed 

Jacques Cartier 1524 France First European to trade with the Native Peoples along the St. Lawrence River 

Hernando de Soto 1539 Spain First European to the Mississippi River 

 Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo 1542 Spain First European to explore and mapped the California coast 

Roanoke Colony 1587 England We settled the first English colony in America and then disappeared 

Samuel de Champlain 1604-1620 France I made an accurate coastal map of Canada and established Quebec City 

Henry Hudson 1607-1611 England I explored the Hudson River and was left by a mutinous crew  

Jamestown 1607 England We established the first permanent English colony with a triangular fort  

Pocahontas 1596-1617  I was a Powhatan Princess who helped the English 

Captain John Smith 1579-1631 England I was the leader who brought order to Jamestown 

Juan de Brébeuf 1624-1645 France I shared Christ with the Huron and was martyred protecting them 

J. Marquette & L. Joliet 1673 France We explored and mapped northern Mississippi River 

Robert de La Salle 1673-1677 France I explored the Great Lakes and Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico 

Gutenberg Press 1455 Germany First moveable type to make more affordable books 

Martin Luther  1507 Germany I started the Protestant Reformation 

William Tyndale 1526 England I translated the first English language Bible 

The English Church 1530’s England Henry XII split from Roman and formed me 

William Shakespeare  1564-1616 England I am regarded as the greatest writer in the English language 

King James Bible 1611 England Famous translation of the Bible in English 

The Mayflower Sails 1620 England The ship that took the Pilgrims to America 

The Mayflower Compact 1620 England The agreement that Separatists and Strangers made for self-governance 

Pilgrims arrive Plymouth, MA 1620 England We sailed to American for religious freedom and to raise our children English 

Squanto 1621  I befriended the Pilgrims and taught them how to survive 

First Thanksgiving 1621  Pilgrims thank God and celebrate the fall harvest with the Wampanoag  

John Winthrop Puritans to MA  1630 England I was a founder and  governor of the Puritan settlement in Boston 

New Amsterdam  1624 Netherlands A Dutch settlement in what is now New York City 

Peter Stuyvesant  1647 Netherlands I have a peg leg and brought order to New Amsterdam 

William Penn 1676  I was the Quaker founder of a colony in America 

First Great Awakening  1730-1749  A religious revival of personal faith and experience 

George Whitefield 1714-1770  An Anglican evangelist who preached widely in America as well as Britain 

Jonathan Edwards  1703-1758  An American theologian and preacher who helped start the Great Awakening 

French and Indian War 1754-1763  A war between the French and British fought in the American Colonies 
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Gutenberg Press Martin Luther William Tyndale 

Church of England William Shakespeare The King James Bible 

The Mayflower sails Mayflower Compact 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Squanto 

New Amsterdam 

John Winthrop in 

Boston 

William Penn 

 

The First Great 

Awakening 
Jonathan Edwards George Whitefield 

First Thanksgiving 

Peter Stuyvesant 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

First European 
to sail to North 

America 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

First European 
to travel overland 

to China 
 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I started a 
navigation school 
to train explorers 

 

  

The French 

and Indian 

War 



 

WHO AM I? 
 

I sailed around 
Africa into the 
Indian Ocean 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I sailed to India, 
but ruined the 

trade 
relationship 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

First European 
to sail to the 

New World and 
tell others  

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I explored the 
east coast of 

North America 
and discovered 

the Great Banks 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

First European 
to cross the 
Isthmus of 

Panama and see 
the Pacific Ocean 

 
WHO AM I? 

 

I explored 
Florida looking 
for the Fountain 

of Youth 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

America is 
named after me 
and I was the 

first to explore 
Brazil 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

My expedition 
circumnavigated 

the world 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

My expedition 
led to the fall of 

the Aztec Empire 
in Mexico 

 

 



 

WHO AM I? 
 

I shared Christ 
with the native 
peoples on my 
long walk to 

Mexico 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

First European 
to explore the 

Mississippi River 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

First European 
to explore the 

southwest to the 
Great Plains 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

First European 
to explore and 

map the 
California coast 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I sailed and 
observed the east 
coast of America, 
but never landed 

 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

First European 
to trade with the 
Native Peoples 
along the St. 

Lawrence River 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I shared Christ 
with the 

Huronand was 
martyred 

protecting them  
 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

We explored and 
mapped the 

northern 
Mississippi River 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I made an 
accurate coastal 
map of Canada 
and established 

Quebec City  



 

WHO AM I? 
 

I explored the 
Great Lakes and 
the Mississippi 

River to the Gulf 
of Mexico 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

We settled the 
first British 
colony in 

America and 
then disappeared 

 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I explored the 
Hudson River 

and Canada, and 
was left by a 

mutinous crew  

 

WHO AM I? 
 

We established 
the first 

permenant 
English colony 
by building a 
triangular fort 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I was a Powhatan 
princess who 
helped the 

English 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I was the leader 
who brought 

order to 
Jamestown 

 

WHAT AM I? 
 

First moveable 
type to make 

more affordable 
books  

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I started the 
Protestant 

Reformation 
 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I translated the 
first English 

language Bible 



 

WHO AM I? 

 
Henry XIII split 
from Rome and 

formed me 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I am regarded as 
the greatest 
writer in the 

English language 

 

WHAT AM I? 
 

Tthe most 
famous English 

translation of the 
Bible 

 

WHAT AM I? 
 

The ship that 
took the Pilgrims 

to America 
 

 

 

WHAT AM I? 
 

The agreement 
the Separatists 
and Strangers 
made for self-
governance 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

We sailed to 
America for 

religious freedom 
and to raise our 
children English  

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I befriended the 
Pilgrims and 

taught them how 
to survive 

 

WHAT AM I? 
 

Pilgrims thank 
God and 

celebrate the fall 
harvest with the 

Wampanoag  
 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I was a founder 
and governor of 

the Puritan 
settlerment in 

Boston 

  



 

WHAT AM I? 
 

A Dutch 
settlement in 

what is now New 
York City 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I have a peg leg 
and brought 
order to New 
Amsterdam 

 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

I was the Quaker 
founder of a 

colony in 
America 

 

WHAT AM I? 
 

A religious 
revival of 

personal faith 
and experience  

 

WHO AM I? 
 

An Anglican 
evangelist who 

preached widely 
in America as 
well as Britain 

 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

An American 
theologian and 
preacher who 

helped start the 
Great Awakening 

 

WHAT AM I? 
 

A war between 
the French and 

British fought in 
the American 

Colonies 
 

 

  

 


